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HOW TO USE THIS RESOURCE
Each lesson in this series will contain the following components to help you
prepare and deliver a quality Sunday School or small group lesson.

CHARGE: MOTIVATE
Set the stage for learning. Make an impact.

REWIND: EXPLORE
Explore background. Understand the context and set up the passage(s).

PLAY: EXPLAIN
Study the meaning of the passage and it’s component parts. Break down the
text to understand the meaning of the text. THIS IS A MAIN EMPHASIS FOR
YOUR CLASS OR GROUP TIME.

PAUSE: ILLUSTRATE
Present the truth of the passage in a creative way.

FFWD: APPLY
Put the pieces together. Pack it up for your class or group to use throughout the week. THIS IS A MAIN EMPHASIS FOR YOUR CLASS OR GROUP TIME.

IMPACT: FOLLOW THRU
Put the exclamation point on the study. Maintain on ongoing connection with
students centered around the passage and application points.

LEADER PLANNING SHEET
Use this sheet to chart the course of your class/ small group time. What needs to be said? How will you say
it? Where are you headed? How will you get there? Reproduce this page and use it weekly.
Date: _______ Name: __________________ Class: ___________________
Lesson Title: _________________________________________________
Scripture: _____________________________ Focal: ________________
BIG IDEA:
LEARNING GOAL:
What do we want the students to know? How do we want them to respond to that knowledge?
MOTIVATE
How will we engage them in the lesson?

EXPLORE
Background:

For further study:
EXPLAIN
What’s important? What needs to be defined? What are the main points? Why does it matter?

1
2
3

ILLUSTRATE
How will I illustrate or demonstrate this Truth? How will I bring this scripture to life?

APPLY
What can our group do with this Truth? How will they use it?

FOLLOW UP
What can I do throughout the week to follow up and set the stage for next week’s meeting?

THIRST OVERVIEW
The thirst of humanity can only be truly satisfied by Jesus. Evangelism, sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ
with the lost and thirsty, is our responsibility as His people. It is more than something we do. It is who we
are and requires total life buy‐in to be effective. We must learn to weave the Gospel into every aspect of our
lives, how we live, walk, talk, think, and act toward others, using our eyes, ears, hands, feet, and mouths. We
will explore what that looks like in this study.

SESSION 1 // EYES
We will learn to see the world as Jesus sees the world, focusing on the need for Christ in the lives of the people around
us and in our culture.
TEXT: Matthew 9:35‐38
BIG IDEA: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we must consciously open our eyes to the condition of those
around us, see them as Jesus sees them, and respond with compassion as He does.

SESSION 2 // EARS
We will learn to listen carefully to what people say so that they will know we care and so that we can share the Gospel
in a way they can understand and respond to.
TEXT: John 4:6‐30
BIG IDEA: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we must listen carefully to what people say, understand their
need, and respond accordingly to that need with the Gospel.

SESSION 3 // HANDS
We will understand the importance of extending an open hand to others in action and in attitude, giving generously of
our time, resources, and energy, so that they might understand the love of God and be open to the Gospel message.
TEXTS: Matthew 8:1‐3, Matthew 12:9‐14, Matthew 14:15‐21, Matthew 15:21‐28, John 8:1‐11
BIG IDEA: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we have to reach out to others, no matter their situation, status,
or background, serving and accepting them as Jesus would, giving generously of our time, resources, and energy.

SESSION 4 // FEET
We will understand that we have to go where the people are to share the Gospel with them.
TEXT: Luke 19:1‐10, Acts 1:8
BIG IDEA: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we have to go to people, whether that means travelling across the
globe on mission or walking over to the next lunch table. If we wait for people to come to us, we will miss countless
opportunities to share the Gospel and change eternity for others.

SESSION 5 // MOUTH
We will learn to share the Gospel the best we know how every time God gives us the opportunity, trusting Him to give
us the right words at the right time and leaving the results up to Him.
TEXT: Read John 3:1‐18, Acts 2: 14, 21, 37‐47, Matthew 10:18‐20, Acts 4:1‐3, 7‐13, John 17
BIG IDEA: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we must open our mouths and speak the Truth. Good deeds
mean nothing apart from the Gospel. All kinds of religions and sects do good works. As followers of Christ, our ultimate
goal in engaging people must be their salvation.

These icons represent the four vital connections that you, the Sunday school teacher, are
helping your students make: a connection with Jesus, a connection with Truth, a connection
with community, and a connection with missions. Look for these icons at the end of each les‐
son for tips on helping students make the indicated connection.

SESSION 1 // EYES
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We will learn to see the world as Jesus sees the world, focusing on the need for Christ in the lives of the people around
us and in our culture.
Text: Matthew 9:35‐38
Big Idea: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we must consciously open our eyes to the condition of those
around us, see them as Jesus sees them, and respond with compassion as He does.
Learning Goal: Students will become more conscious of the needs of people around them, allow themselves to feel
what others might be feeling, and respond in love using the gifts, talents, and resources God has given them.
MOTIVATE
Pair students up with partners of the same gender. Give students time to study one another’s appear‐
ance. Then, have them turn their backs to one another and change something about their appearance.
Ask them to face each other again and see whether or not they can identify what their partner changed.
Do this several times.
Transition: “The thirst of humanity can only be truly satisfied by Jesus. Evangelism, sharing the Good
News of Jesus Christ with the lost and thirsty, is our responsibility as His people. It is more than some‐
thing we do. It is who we are and requires total life buy‐in to be effective. The first step is learning to
see the world as Jesus sees the world.”
EXPLORE
Matthew is one of the four Gospels, each of which communicates the story of Jesus, His life, and His
ministry. It was written by Matthew (Levi), one of the twelve disciples, to the Jewish Christians with the
salvation of Gentiles in mind. There is an emphasis throughout that Jesus had come to bring salvation
to all men, Jews and Gentiles alike, and that Jesus was, in fact, the promised Messiah and the answer to
all of their hopes.
In this passage, Jesus is at a break in some pretty constant ministry activity and is probably worn out
physically, mentally, and emotionally. When he tries to pull away from the crowds to refresh, they fol‐
low Him. He doesn’t respond in anger or frustration, but with compassion in response to their need.

EXPLAIN
Read Matthew 9:35‐38.
Ask a student to summarize the story in their own words or retell it the way they would talk to a friend
about something that happened yesterday.
Discuss:


Have you ever been so moved by something that you saw or heard that you felt it in the pit of
your stomach? Tell the story.
 What kinds of things move you in this way? Why do you think that is?
 Why doesn’t this happen to us more often?

SESSION 1 // EYES (cont.)
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IMPORTANT POINTS
1. Jesus was moved to make time for the people (verse 35).
We cannot let our schedule get in the way of our taking the time to truly see people and what
they are going through. Ministry tasks, going to church, and working at growing closer to God
are important, but our mission is to reach people. We must not lose sight of that.
Discuss:


Does your schedule leave time for other people? Explain.

2.

Jesus was moved by the condition of the people (verse 36).
The word used for “compassion” in this verse means “to feel something so deeply that it hurts
in the pit of your stomach.” In Bible times, the stomach, or bowels, were thought to be the seat
of love and pity.
Jesus was moved deeply by the condition of the people. He wept for those in need. The Greek
words used to describe the people in this verse suggest that the people Jesus saw had brought
trouble on themselves, that they were cast down and worn out as a result of their own actions.
They were damaged and headed for destruction. This moved Jesus deeply.

Discuss:


Jesus felt compassion for all people, even those who had brought trouble on themselves. Do
you? Explain.
 Why do you think Jesus, in particular, felt a pull toward those headed for destruction? What did
He have to offer them?
 As one who shares His mission to seek and save the lost (Luke 19:10), do you feel the same pull?
3. Jesus was moved to act in response to the need of the people (verses 37‐38).
Another account of this event found in Mark 6:34 tells us that Jesus responded by teaching the
people, telling them what they needed to hear. In Matthew 14:14, Jesus healed the sick with
compassion in response to their need. When Jesus saw need, He didn’t just take note.
He took action.
4. Jesus made others aware of needs He saw, calling them to prayer and action (verses 37‐38).
Jesus was a leader. He showed others what God showed Him, helping them discover their call‐
ing and responsibility as followers of Jesus.
Discuss:


What needs do you see in the lives of people around you? At home? At school? At church? In
your community? In your neighborhood?
 Which of these needs pulls on you the most?
 What have you done to meet those needs? What, most often, keeps you from responding to
those needs?
 How can you motivate those around you to take action?

SESSION 1 // EYES (cont.)
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ILLUSTRATE
Use information about the needs of other countries and our own (poverty, hunger, etc.) to play a game
of sorts. Ask students to pretend that they are head of a multi‐national humanitarian aid conglomerate
with the ability to bring relief to areas of the world that are in desperate need. Allow them to develop a
name, logo, fund‐raising plans, etc… The only catch is that there is not enough money to go around, and
they must choose who will receive the relief and who will go without.
After they “pass out” all of the money they have to give, ask the following questions:


Who received relief from you? Who did not receive relief from you? How did you choose?
 Was this a difficult exercise? Why?
 What was Jesus’ response to the need He saw?
 As people who belong to Christ, what should our response be?
APPLY
So, what do we do with what we have learned?
1. Identify the needs of those around you.
This week, keep a list of the needs you see around you. Be as specific as possible.
2. Practice compassion.
Allow yourself to hurt for others. Media and entertainment have numbed us to a certain
degree. If necessary, ask God to soften your heart so that you can feel what others are
Going through. Make a list of things that you see or hear about that affect you deeply.
3. Take action.
When you see a need and it is within your immediate power to meet that need, do so. If it is
not within your power, find someone who can help or bring it with you to class next Sunday so
we can discuss it and see what we might be able to do.
FOLLOW THRU
Leader: Check in with your group members on Wednesday or Thursday and remind them about the list
they are supposed to be keeping. If they haven’t started yet, encourage them to do so. Share your own
so far. Communicate your excitement over any effort they have made to follow through.
You may want to make a large “Needs Met” poster for your youth room where kids can record needs
the saw, heard, and were able to meet. It could be a powerful visual for the students to see what they
can do together in a month.
Here are a couple of ways you can connect students to Jesus in your class or small group:
1. Plan over the next 4 weeks to have a couple of students give testimonies in class about how
they came to faith in Christ and how God is growing them now.
2. Create a plan this month to know the faith story of each of your students.
3. Find a way to help students regularly invite friends to your group, class, or activities.
4. Develop an ongoing prayer list of the first names of students who need to know Christ.

SESSION 2 // EARS
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We will learn to listen carefully to what people say so that they will know we care and so that we can share the Gospel
in a way they can understand and respond to.
Text: John 4:6‐30
Big Idea: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we must listen carefully to what people say, understand their
need, and respond accordingly to that need with the Gospel.
Learning Goal: Students will follow Jesus’ example when interacting with people, taking the time to listen, hearing
what is and is not said, understanding the need, and trying to meet that need with the Gospel.
MOTIVATE
In either small groups or one large group, give students who followed through on their assignment for
last week time to share their testimonies. If needed, ask these questions:


What needs did you see around you?
 Were you able to meet those needs? If so, what was the result? If not, what can we do to help?
 Did you allow yourself to experience compassion and feel the hurt of others? If so, what did
you learn from the experience?
If you are keeping a “Needs Met” chart as a youth group (in “Follow Up” section of Session 1), take time
to let students fill out that chart or turn in their lists so that someone else can record what they wrote
down. Encourage your leaders to set an example in this.
EXPLORE
John is one of the four Gospels, each of which communicates the story of Jesus, His life, and His minis‐
try. It was written by John, “the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 21:20, 24),” and is an eye‐witness ac‐
count of the life of Jesus. It is theology‐heavy, emphasizing the fact that Jesus was fully God and fully
man, revealing Jesus’ mission, and explaining what it means to have faith in Jesus.
In this passage, Jesus is tired, hungry, and thirsty, but He takes the time and makes the effort to talk
with a Samaritan woman who needs to hear the Truth. He could have just said who He was and moved
on, but He took the time to listen to her, gain her trust, and deliver His message in a way that she was
able to understand and accept.

EXPLAIN
READ John 4:6‐30 out loud.
As a group or in small groups, make a list of things that you think Jesus did right when sharing the
Gospel with the Samaritan woman.
Discuss:



Are you comfortable sharing the Gospel? What can you learn from Jesus’ example?
Why is it so important to gain a person’s trust before sharing the Gospel with them?
How do you do that?

SESSION 2 // EARS (cont.)
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IMPORTANT POINTS
1. Jesus engages the woman in every day conversation (verse 7).
Jesus doesn’t start out with, “Hey, I’m the Messiah, believe it or not!” He begins by asking for a
drink, an everyday, non‐threatening topic of conversation, giving her a chance to respond.
It’s important not to be over‐bearing or pushy when sharing the Gospel, but to give the other
person a chance to participate in the conversation.
2. Jesus allows the Samaritan woman to ask questions and takes the time to answer those ques‐
tions (verses 9‐11).
We are often so concerned with getting to say what we want to say that we fail to answer the
questions that people have. Questions show a desire to know. When we shut down questions,
we sometimes shut down a person’s desire to know as well.
Discuss:


Does it scare you to let people ask you questions about God? Why or why not?
 What is the proper response when someone asks you a question that you don’t know the an‐
swer to?
3. Jesus listens to what the woman already knows and builds on that (verses 12‐14 and 19‐26).
Like most people, the Samaritan woman knows a little bit about spiritual things, but she doesn’t
see the whole picture yet. Jesus picks up where her parents or whoever taught her Jewish his‐
tory left off so that what He has to say will fit in with what she already knows.
By listening to what people already know or think they know, we can gently correct wrong
thinking and misinformation and add to correct information, saving ourselves and the people
we are talking to a lot of time and confusion.
Discuss:


Do the people that you come in contact with every day know much about the Bible? Is that a
good or bad thing?
 It’s easy to get off track when sharing the Gospel. What are the basics that you need to make
sure people hear?
4. Jesus perceives the Samaritan woman’s need (verses 16‐18).
Jesus had a little advantage here, being fully man and fully God. He already knew the woman’s
need to be loved and accepted and how she had tried to meet that need through a long string
of relationships. Jesus helps her discover her need with a leading statement to go and call her
husband. When she sees that He knows something about her need, she opens up even more.

SESSION 2 // EARS (cont.)
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When talking with people, it’s important not only to listen to what they say, but also to what
they don’t say. That’s called reading between the lines. By doing so, we can discover a person’s
need, whether it be physical, emotional, or spiritual, and help meet that need. Sometimes, all
they need is to hear the Gospel, but it is often more than that. You may not be able to share
the entire Gospel all at once. Sometimes it takes several or many conversations to get it all in
without overloading them.
Discuss:


What should you do when you discover a need that you are unable to meet or are uncertain
how to handle?
 Is it ever okay to just come out and tell someone what they need? Explain.
5. Jesus meets the Samaritan woman’s need (verse 26).
Like the rest of us, the Samaritan woman needed to be filled with the kind of love that only Je‐
sus can give, the kind that doesn’t ever run out. When the time was right in the conversation,
Jesus revealed who He was and what He could do for her, filling in the gaps in her knowledge,
and showing her the way to salvation.
Our ultimate goal is always to share the Gospel, but we may need to meet other needs before
people are willing to open up or listen to what we have to say. People in need may have a hard
time believing what you say about God’s love if they don’t see evidence of that love in you. Al‐
ways make an effort to meet needs when you can do so, and always make sure that you let peo‐
ple know that the good in you is there because of Jesus.
Discuss:


How can you give God credit for your actions without sounding like a weirdo? What kinds of
things can you do/say?
 How do you transition from a normal conversation about physical and emotional needs to a
conversation about spiritual needs? What has worked for you?

SESSION 2 // EARS (cont.)
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ILLUSTRATE
Read the following quotes. See if you can tell what each person’s need is by reading between the lines
of what they say.
“I hate math. I don’t get it, and I don’t know when I’m ever going to use it.”
“Where are you sitting?”
“Can I borrow a dollar? I forgot my lunch.”
“My uncle has cancer. We are really close.”
“All these apocalyptic movies that are coming out make me nervous.”
“Sometimes life seems pretty pointless, don’t you think?”
How do you think God would want you to respond to each one?
What response might lead to a chance to share the Gospel?
APPLY
So, what do we do with what we have learned?
1. Identify the needs of those around you.
Listen to what people have to say and practice reading between the lines to perceive
their needs.
2. Take action.
Do your best to meet the needs that you hear so that those around you will want to hear what
you have to say when you share the Gospel.
3. Share the Gospel.
As you try to meet the other needs that people share with you, look for opportunities to speak
Truth into their lives. Share as much of the Gospel as you can, making sure that you give credit
for the good in you to God.
FOLLOW THRU
If your students brought a list of needs from last week, spend some time figuring out what you can do
this week to meet those needs as a group.
Leader: Check in with your group members on Wednesday or Thursday and remind them about the list
they are supposed to be keeping. If they haven’t started yet, encourage them to do so. Share your own
so far. Communicate your excitement over any effort they have made to follow through.

Here are some ways you can connect students to Truth beyond your class or small group:
1. Send a text on the day following your group time to remind students of the passage
you studied and the points of application you lined out in your time together.
2. Find time with your students each week to ask them what God is doing in their lives
as a result of walking in obedience to the Truth of God’s word.
3. Pick out a verse from your lesson or the series and make it a memory verse for your
class or group.

SESSION 3 // HANDS
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We will understand the importance of extending an open hand to others in action and in attitude, giving generously of
our time, resources, and energy, so that they might understand the love of God and be open to the Gospel message.
TEXTS: Matthew 8:1‐3, Matthew 12:9‐14, Matthew 14:15‐21, Matthew 15:21‐28, John 8:1‐11
BIG IDEA: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we have to reach out to others, no matter what their situation,
status, or background may be, serving and accepting them as Jesus would, giving generously of our time, resources,
and energy.
LEARNING GOAL: Students will learn to look beyond a person’s status, situation, and background to see their need and
respond to that need with a servant’s heart, giving generously of their time, resources, and energy.
MOTIVATE
In either small groups or one large group, give students who followed through on their assignment for
last week share their testimonies. If needed, ask these questions:


What is one interesting conversation that you had this week? (Don’t use names or share any‐
thing that is too personal.)
 What need did you perceive from that conversation? Were you able to meet that need? If so,
what was the result? If not, what can we do to help?
 Were you able to share any part of the Gospel? If so, how did you bring God into the
discussion? How did they respond?
 What did you learn from the experience?
If you are keeping a “Needs Met” chart as a youth group (from “Follow Up” section of Session 1), take
time to let students fill out that chart or turn in their lists so that someone else can record what they
wrote down. Again, encourage your leaders to set an example in this. Remind them that no act of ser‐
vice is too small to record.
Transition: “As we have learned, the thirst of humanity can only be truly satisfied by Jesus. Evangelism,
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with the lost and thirsty, is our responsibility as His people. It is
more than something we do. It is who we are and requires total life buy‐in to be effective. We have to
learn to extend an open hand, or reach out to people, regardless of their status, situation, and back‐
ground, serving and accepting them as Jesus would.”
EXPLORE
See Sessions 1&2 “Explore” for information about the book of Matthew and the book of John.
The earth was just as broken when Jesus walked upon it as it is now. Everywhere He went, Jesus met
people with needs of all kinds, physical, emotional, financial, psychological, social, and spiritual. In addi‐
tion, much as it is now, the social climate in Jesus’ day was strained. People were prejudiced, selfish,
competitive, and hateful, and there were at least as many people who opposed Jesus as there were
people who believed in and followed Him. He felt the pressure of it all, but He didn’t let it stop Him.
Jesus took every opportunity to reach out and serve those in need.

SESSION 3 // HANDS (cont.)

3/2

EXPLAIN
Divide students into small groups and give each group one of the passages below. Have them read their
passage, discuss and decide on their responses to the prompts and questions below, and report back to
the large group with answers to the questions listed below. You may want to copy each assignment with
prompts and questions onto a note card or piece of paper (maybe sealed in an envelope) to hand out to
groups as they enter your class.
Matthew 8:1‐3 Jesus heals a man with leprosy.
Matthew 12:9‐14 Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath, the Jewish day of rest.
Matthew 14:15‐21 Jesus feeds the five thousand.
Matthew 15:21‐28 Jesus heals a Gentile woman’s daughter even though He was sent to minister to the
Jews first.
John 8:1‐11 Jesus prevents the stoning of a woman caught in adultery.






Briefly summarize the story you were given.
Whom did Jesus reach out to in this story?
What was the status, situation, and background of this person/these people?
What excuse could He have used not to accept and serve this person/these people?
How did He demonstrate God’s love through His actions? Through His attitude?

Discuss as a group:


Which story stood out most to you? Why?
 What are some ways that people have reached out to you? What did it cost them? What was
the result?
 What excuses do you use most often not to reach out to certain people? Does God buy those
excuses?
 Do you use what God has given you to bless others, or do you use it for your own purposes?
ILLUSTRATE
Ask students to complete the activity handout. It is best done while in your small group time, but it can
also be completed at home later. The handout can be found at the end of this lesson.

SESSION 3 // HANDS (cont.)
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APPLY
So, what do we do with what we have learned?
1. Reach out to others with the right attitude.
Try to look beyond the status, situation, and background of the people around you and see the
needs of people whom you are not normally drawn to.
2. Reach out to others with an open hand.
Share your blessings/resources with others, regardless of who they are.
3. Share the Gospel.
As you meet the needs that people share with you, look for opportunities to speak Truth into
their lives. Share as much of the Gospel as you can, making sure that you give credit for the
good in you to God.
FOLLOW THRU
If your students brought a list of needs from last week, spend some time figuring out what you can do
this week to meet those needs as a group.
Leader: Check in with your group members on Wednesday or Thursday to encourage them. Ask them
about their progress and tell them how proud you are of their willingness to reach out to all people with
what God has given them. Share your own progress and struggles in this area. Communicate your ex‐
citement over any effort they have made to follow through.

Ideas on how to connect students to the community of your class, small group, or church:
1. Find a way to serve or minister to each of the students on your roll this month.
2. Develop a student profile sheet for each of your students to complete that has
important info including likes, dislikes, favorites, etc… that will help you develop
relationship with them throughout the year.
3. Create an adopt a student prayer/ encouragement system with an adult or senior adult
class or small group.

SESSION 3 // HANDS (handout)
ILLUSTRATE
Complete the following activity independently either in Sunday school , small group, or at home later.
Look at the following list of people.
For each people group, rank the likelihood of your spending time with, talking to, and serving that
people group on a scale of one to five.

Younger people
Older people
Sick people
Grieving people
Wealthy people
Poor people
Attractive people
Unattractive people
Athletes
Academic people
Artistic people
Females
Males




Not Likely
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Very Likely
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

Are there any people groups not listed that you know you try to avoid? List them below.
How would Jesus respond to those people groups that you are not inclined to reach out to?
Does anything need to change?

Look at the following list of resources that God has blessed you with. For each resource, rank the
frequency with which you use that resource to bless others.

Time
Strength
Intelligence
Money
Influence
Family
Friends
Talents
Bible
Youth
Experience
Technology



Not Often
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3
3

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Very Often
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5

Are there any ways that God has blessed you that aren’t listed? List them below.
Are you willing to use any and all of your resources to minister to others, or are there some that
you keep for yourself?
 Are you more willing to share your resources with some people than with others?
 Does anything need to change?

SESSION 4 // FEET
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We will understand that we have to go where the people are to share the Gospel with them.
Text: Luke 19:1‐10, Acts 1:8
Big Idea: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we have to go to people, whether that means travelling across the
globe on mission or walking over to the next lunch table. If we wait for people to come to us, we will miss countless
opportunities to share the Gospel and change eternity for others.
Learning Goal: Students will become conscious of whether or not they make an effort to go to those in need and
change habits that prevent them from coming in contact with those who are lost and in need.
MOTIVATE
In either small groups or one large group, give students who followed through on their assignment for
last week share their testimonies. If needed, ask these questions:


Did you make an effort to accept and reach out to people that you don’t normally focus on?
Don’t use names or share anything that is too personal. How did that go? What was their re‐
sponse?
 Did you make a conscious effort to use the resources/blessings that God has given you to meet
the needs of others? Did you use any that you hadn’t before? If it isn’t too personal to you or
someone else, give specific examples. If it is too personal, tell what resource/blessing you used.
 Were you able to share any part of the Gospel? If so, how did you bring God into the conversa‐
tion?
 What did you learn from the experience?
If you are keeping a “Needs Met” chart as a youth group (from “Follow Up” section of Session 1), take
time to let students fill out that chart or turn in their lists so that someone else can record what they
wrote down. Again, encourage your leaders to set an example in this. Remind them that no act of ser‐
vice is too small to record.
Transition: “As we have learned, the thirst of humanity can only be truly satisfied by Jesus. Evangelism,
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with the lost and thirsty, is our responsibility as His people. It is
more than something we do. It is who we are and requires total life buy‐in to be effective. We must
become conscious of the places our feet take us, making a conscious effort to go where we are needed,
whether that be across the globe or over to the next lunch table.”
EXPLORE
Luke is one of the four Gospels, each of which communicates the story of Jesus, His life, and His minis‐
try. It was written by Luke, a physician and the only Gentile (non‐Jewish) author of a New Testament
book. A companion of Paul, Luke did not witness the life of Jesus first‐hand, but conducted extensive
research and talked to many eye‐witnesses to compile a reliable account of the life and ministry
of Jesus.
Acts was also written by Luke. It tells how the disciples continued the work that Jesus began after His
ascension and with the help of the Holy Spirit. It covers the thirty years between Jesus’ ascension and
Paul’s preaching in Rome and lays out the principles for missionary work.
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EXPLORE (cont.)
In the course of His three‐year ministry here on earth, Jesus covered a lot of ground to meet the needs
of the people, physical and spiritual. He often told those whom He had healed not to tell anyone what
He had done. Some say that He did that to make sure that He could keep moving and continue His min‐
istry. Every time the word got out, crowds gathered, slowing His progress to the next destination, and
the religious rulers of the day grew more upset with Him, gathering to question Him and wanting to
harm Him. Still, Jesus pressed on, fulfilling His mission to “SEEK and save the lost (Luke 19:10).”
After Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension, His disciples would pick up where He left off, multiplying
His efforts. When the Holy Spirit came to live in the hearts of believers, suddenly it was like Jesus could
be in dozens, then hundreds, and then thousands of places at once.

EXPLAIN
Read Luke 19:1‐10 out loud.
IMPORTANT POINTS
1. Jesus was always on mission.
No matter where He went, whom He met, or how people interacted with Him, giving Him praise
or giving Him grief, Jesus never lost sight of who He was or what He was on earth to do. When
Jesus met Zaccheaus, He was on His way to Jerusalem to fulfill the prophecies concerning His
death and resurrection, on His way to redeem the world, His ultimate purpose. Still, He took
time to see, hear, and reach out to people. Jesus knew that saving the world is about saving
individuals.
We live in a busy world. It’s easy to get so caught up in our schedule that we forget what we
are to be about. As Christians, we are on mission with Jesus. No matter where we are or what
we are doing, we have to take time to see, hear, and reach out to people even as we develop
our gifts, talents, and abilities for whatever it is we perceive to be our God‐given calling here
on earth.
Discuss:


How often do you think about the fact that you are on mission for Jesus? How does it affect the
way you live your daily life?
 What, most often, distracts you from that mission?
 Where/when do you have the most trouble seeing people in need? Why is that? What can you
do about it?
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EXPLAIN (cont.)
2. Jesus didn’t care what others thought.
Jesus had a habit of ticking off the religious rulers of the day and confusing His own disciples by
talking to and spending time with people they wouldn’t. Jesus was well aware of the fact that
Zaccheaus was not a respected member of society, but He didn’t care. Zaccheaus was open to
receive what Jesus had to give, and so He gave it, setting an example for His followers.
We can’t let the preconceived notions of others determine where we will go or whom we will
spend time with. We have to take every opportunity that God arranges to minister to those in
need. That doesn’t mean that we are to throw caution to the wind and take risks that God
doesn’t ask us to take. It means that we are to be obedient, knowing that if God arranges an
opportunity for us to minister, He will protect and provide and work all things together for our
good and His glory.
Discuss:


Why do we care what other people think?
 Whose opinion really matters?
 What is the difference between stepping out on faith and stepping out on stupidity?
3. Jesus went where His ministry was both needed and received.
Jesus ministered to thousands of people, but not everyone who came in contact with Him and
heard the Truth accepted it. Jesus didn’t try to force people to believe or even plead His case.
He didn’t chase after the rich young ruler who went away sad. He did His part and left the rest
up to God. When some communities would not receive Him or His message, He rebuked them
and moved on. He told His followers to do the same. However, Jesus always responded to the
humble and open, those who were willing to receive Him. He kept moving, kept looking for
them, kept seeking the lost so they might be saved.
People will not always accept our ministry or what we have to say about Jesus. Don’t waste
time or get discouraged when people don’t respond to your ministry or the Gospel. Your job is
to obey. God will take it from there, and there are plenty of people out there who want and
need to hear what you have to tell them and experience God’s love through your ministry.
Discuss:


Have you ever tried to minister to or share the Gospel with someone who was not willing to
receive it? How did that make you feel?
 What is the proper response when that happens? Does that mean we stop praying for those
people or talking about Jesus?
 How can we stay encouraged when things don’t go the way we hoped they would in those
situations?
 How do you know who will be receptive?
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EXPLAIN (cont.)
Read Acts 1:6‐9.
Before Jesus went back into Heaven, He told His disciples what to do in His absence. Essentially, He told
them to keep on keeping on and that He would send the Holy Spirit to help them. He kept His promise,
and when the Holy Spirit came to live in the hearts of believers, suddenly it was like Jesus could be in
dozens, then hundreds, and then thousands of places at once. The same is true today.
Discuss:


What encouragement do you get from what Jesus said to the disciples?
 In what ways does the Holy Spirit help you carry out your mission to seek the lost and share
the Gospel?

ILLUSTRATE
Use the activity on the handout at the end of this lesson with your class or small group to illustrate the
passage.
Think about the places you go on a typical day. Fast‐forward through your schedule. In each category,
picture the people you interact with.
Before school:
1st hour:
2nd hour:
3rd hour:
Lunch:
4th hour:
5th hour:
6th hour:
7th hour:
After school:
Evening:
Now, go back through this schedule and think about the people that you do not interact with for what‐
ever reason. Do you ignore them intentionally, or are you just a creature of habit? What would it take
for you to begin interacting with them? How far would you have to step outside of your comfort zone?
If one person in particular comes to mind as you move through this exercise, make a point of interacting
with them this week and see what happens.
Is there any other destination that God has laid on your heart, somewhere He wants you to go? Think in
terms of ministry opportunities. Who needs your help? Is your youth group planning a mission trip
soon? Does the neighbor down the street need help with the yard, moving, painting, etc.? Let God
know that you are willing to go and see where He sends you.
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APPLY
So, what do we do with what we have learned?
1. Remind
Remind yourself daily that you are on mission. Write it on a post‐it note on your bathroom mir‐
ror, your bedpost, your dashboard, etc. Then allow yourself to be interrupted. Take every op‐
portunity to minister to and share with others.
2. Look
Look for people who are receptive to your ministry and message and go to them. Don’t worry
about what other people think. If God puts someone in your path that is open to what you have
to share, go to them, whether that means going across town, attending a school event that you
have no personal interest in, or walking across the cafeteria.
3. Share
Share the Gospel. As you meet the needs that people share with you, look for opportunities to
speak Truth into their lives. Share as much of the Gospel as you can, making sure that you give
credit for the good in you to God.

FOLLOW THRU
If your students brought a list of needs from last week, spend some time figuring out what you can do
this week to meet those needs as a group.
Leader: Check in with your group members on Wednesday or Thursday to encourage them. Ask them
about their progress and tell them how proud you are of their willingness to reach out to all people with
what God has given them. Share your own progress and struggles in this area. Communicate your ex‐
citement over any effort they have made to follow through.

Ideas on how to connect students in your group to the mission of God in the world:
1. Find a mission effort, unreached people group, or to pray for together weekly.
2. Find a local mission or service project you can plug into as a class each month. Stick with
the same one each month or experiment with different opportunities each
month or two.
3. Find one or two national or global mission efforts you can help with each year.

SESSION 4 // FEET (handout)
Think about the places you go on a typical day. Fast‐forward through your schedule. In each category,
picture the people you interact with.

Before school:

1st hour:

2nd hour:

3rd hour:

Lunch:

4th hour:

5th hour:

6th hour:

7th hour:

After school:

Evening:

Now, go back through this schedule and think about the people that you do not interact with for what‐
ever reason. Do you ignore them intentionally, or are you just a creature of habit? What would it take
for you to begin interacting with them? How far would you have to step outside of your comfort zone?
If one person in particular comes to mind as you move through this exercise, make a point of interacting
with them this week and see what happens.
Is there any other destination that God has laid on your heart, somewhere He wants you to go? Think in
terms of ministry opportunities. Who needs your help? Is your youth group planning a mission trip
soon? Does the neighbor down the street need help with the yard, moving, painting, etc.? Let God
know that you are willing to go and see where He sends you.
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We will learn to share the Gospel the best we know how every time God gives us the opportunity, trusting Him to give
us the right words at the right time and leaving the results up to Him.
TEXT: Read John 3:1‐18, Acts 2: 14, 21, 37‐47, Matthew 10:18‐20, Acts 4:1‐3, 7‐13, John 17
BIG IDEA: In order to be fully engaged in evangelism, we must open our mouths and speak the Truth. Good deeds
mean nothing apart from the Gospel. All kinds of religions and sects do good works. As followers of Christ, our ulti‐
mate goal in engaging people must be their salvation.
LEARNING GOAL: Encouraged by Jesus’ example and the fact that He prayed for them, students will continue to use
their eyes, ears, hands, and feet to minister to others. They will look for and take opportunities to share the Gospel,
trusting God for the right words to say and leaving the results up to the Holy Spirit.

MOTIVATE
In either small groups or one large group, give students who followed through on their assignment for
last week share their testimonies. If needed, ask these questions:


Where did your feet take you this week that they normally don’t? What was the result?
 Were you surprised by who was receptive to your ministry? Explain.
 Were you able to share any part of the Gospel? If so, how did you bring God into
the conversation?
 What did you learn from the experience?
If you are keeping a “Needs Met” chart as a youth group (from “Follow Up” section of Session 1), take
time to let students fill out that chart or turn in their lists so that someone else can record what they
wrote down. Again, encourage your leaders to set an example in this. Remind them that no act of ser‐
vice is too small to record.
Transition: “As we have learned, the thirst of humanity can only be truly satisfied by Jesus. Evangelism,
sharing the Good News of Jesus Christ with the lost and thirsty, is our responsibility as His people. It is
more than something we do. It is who we are and requires total life buy‐in to be effective. We must
open our mouths and speak the Truth. Good deeds mean little apart from the Gospel. God will give us
the words to say when the time is right, and He will bring about the results. Our only job is to obey.”
EXPLORE
See Session 2 “Explore” for background information on the book of John. See Session 4 “Explore” for
background information on the book of Acts. See Session 1 “Explore” for background information on
the book of Matthew.
Jesus not only saw, heard, reached out, and went to people. He shared the Gospel in ways that were
relevant to the situation and that the person He was talking to could understand. With the help of the
Holy Spirit, the disciples did the same, as should we.
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EXPLAIN
Read John 3:1‐18.
IMPORTANT POINT
1. Jesus was faithful to share the Gospel.
It seems that Jesus always knew what to say, how to share the good news in a way that was
relevant to the situation He was in and in a way that the person He was talking to could under‐
stand. Of course He did, He was both man and God.
It can be a little intimidating to think about following Jesus’ example and trying to do the same
thing, but we have to remember that, if we have accepted Jesus as our Savior and Lord, then His
Holy Spirit lives in our hearts. His job is to help us communicate with God and to tell us what
God wants us to know. If we listen, He will tell us what to say and when to say it.
Read Acts 2: 14, 21, 37‐47.
IMPORTANT POINT
2. The disciples were faithful to share the Gospel.
Remember Acts 1:8 from last week? Jesus told the disciples to keep doing what He had been
doing and promised to send the Holy Spirit to guide them right before He went back into
Heaven? Well, He did send the Holy Spirit, and the disciples didn’t waste any time. Within min‐
utes of receiving the Holy Spirit, Peter jumped up and started preaching.
Discuss:






When was the last time that you shared the Gospel, what Jesus did and how a person can be
saved?
When was the last time you told someone God loved them?
When was the last time you shared a Scripture with someone who needed it?
When was the last time that you gave God credit verbally for something in your life?
Have you been faithful?
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EXPLAIN (cont.)
3. The disciples left the results up to God.
The Holy Spirit prompts us to speak and then uses our words in the hearts of those who listen.
He brings about the results. In this case, the results were amazing, the kind we dream of seeing,
but it doesn’t always go that way.
Not everyone will choose Jesus. Remember, there were plenty of people who saw and heard
Jesus in person that didn’t accept His message. Why would we expect things to be any different
now? We can’t get discouraged. For a follower of Christ, obedience is success. The disciples
understood this.
While many did believe and were saved as a result of the disciples’ message, many others not
only rejected their message, but persecuted them as a result. Still, the disciples remained faith‐
ful to speak the Truth in any and all circumstances, trusting God to use their words even when
they couldn’t see the results. Imagine if they had given up the first time someone didn’t respond
the way they’d hoped.
Discuss:


What is your response when someone doesn’t respond to the Gospel the way that you think they
should? Is this what God would have you do?
 What should your next course of action be?
Read Matthew 10:18‐20 and Acts 4:1‐3, 7‐13.
4. The disciples trusted God to give them the words to say in all situations.
Jesus knew that the disciples would meet with the same kind of opposition from the religious
rulers that He had met with, so He told them what to do in those situations, trust God to give
them the right words. When the time came and it happened as Jesus had said it would, they
were ready. Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter spoke. In the end, the rulers, with all of their
knowledge, influence, and background, were rendered speechless.
Things won’t always go the way you want them to. Stay the course. Speak the words that the
Holy Spirit gives you whether or not they make sense to you or seem to be the best course of
action. God knows best. What if Peter and John had given up? What would that have done to
the morale of the rest of the disciples and new Christians? Where would we be?
Discuss:


Has God ever told you to say something that didn’t make sense to you? Did you?
If so, what was the result?
 Do you let fear and self‐doubt keep you from saying the things you know God wants you to say?
How can you fight this temptation?
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EXPLAIN (cont.)
5. God worked through the disciples’ obedience.
The disciples didn’t worry about what people thought of them or whether they were the right
ones for the job. They just did what they were told, and God used it. The fact that they were
ordinary men actually worked in their favor. No one dreamed that they could be making this up
on their own or standing with such confidence before the leaders of the day unless God was at
work in them.
Don’t let your opinion of yourself get in the way of what God wants to do through you. No one
is perfect. Our imperfections are evidence that our words are not our own, that the good in us
is not there because of us but because of the God we confess. It leads other imperfect people
to believe that God might love and be able to use them, too.
Discuss:


What encouragement do you get from this passage? How do you plan to use it?
 Have you ever seen evidence of God working through an unlikely source or individual? How is
your faith affected when you see this happen?
ILLUSTRATE
In John 17, Jesus prays for his disciples and all members of the future church, including you. He knew
that the prayers of a righteous man are effective, and none was more righteous than He. Prayer, an‐
other way we use our mouth and our words, is a big part of evangelism. It keeps us in close connection
to the Father so that we can discern, or hear, what the Holy Spirit is saying to us.
This week, take the time to read John 17. For now, spend some time praying for each other the same
way that Jesus prayed for you as you set out this week to share the Gospel with those you minister to.
You can do this in pairs or take turns around the circle, whatever works best for your group.
Here are some things to cover.







That Jesus would be glorified because of you (vs. 1,5).
For your protection as you obey God’s call on your life (vs. 11).
That you would experience joy in obedience (vs.13).
For your sanctification, or that you would become more and more like Christ (vs. 17).
That those who hear your message would believe and be saved (vs. 20).
For unity in this group and in the youth group as a whole (vs. 21‐23).
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APPLY
So, what do we do with what we have learned?

1. Read John 17.
2. Share the Gospel.
Be bold in saying whatever the Holy Spirit lays on your heart as you continue to see as Jesus
sees, listen as Jesus listens, reach out as Jesus did, and go where the people are. Do not be
intimidated and trust God for the results.
3. Keep a journal of the things the Holy Spirit leads you to do and say, whether or not you obey,
and what the results are.
FOLLOW THRU
If your students brought a list of needs from last week, spend some time figuring out what you can do
this week to meet those needs as a group.
Leader: Pray for your students throughout the week, asking God to give them opportunities to share
and the boldness to follow through. Ask that this would be a life‐changing week in their lives and
your own.
Check in with your group members on Wednesday or Thursday to encourage them. Ask them about
their progress and tell them how proud you are of their willingness to speak the Truth and share the
Gospel. Share the Gospel yourself so that you will have a story to encourage them with, regardless of
the outcome. Communicate your excitement over any effort they have made to follow through.

As this is the last week in this series, decide with your youth minister and other
small group leaders how you will recognize and celebrate all that God has done
over the course of this unit. This is a big deal. Treat it as such!
Here are a few suggestions that might help you be a better small group leader or Sunday
School teacher.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Let at least 30 seconds pass before supplying an answer to a question you ask.
Listen to what students are really trying to say and not just the words that come out.
Don’t call on visitors to input unless they volunteer.
Don’t make kids feel silly for wrong answers. Work with what they give to redeem
their input. Thank them for their input.
5. Don’t be afraid to admit you don’t know something. Let your students know you are
willing to learn and grow as well.
6. Don’t play favorites. If you are working with one of them outside of class, don’t let it
show in your group or class time.
6. Smile (even when correcting).

